
Clinical Guideline

Acute Management of Atrial 
Fibrillation

Summary
Atrial fibrillation (AF) is a common presenting complaint to the A&E department and a
prevalent comorbidity in patients admitted to hospital for other cardiac and non-
cardiac reasons. This guidance provides a rational approach to the acute
management of newly-diagnosed AF. It will not be appropriate for every possible
presentation of AF and the reader is encouraged to seek specialist cardiological
advice when needed.
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